W. H., AGED 50, painter, has complained of swelling of the right wrist since 1918. The onset was gradual and without pain. About a year later the left wrist became slightly affected and the metacarpo-phalangeal joints of the left index and -middle fingers began to enlarge. Physical Examination.-The right wrist is irregularly enlarged and much deformed. On the dorsum, towards the ulnar side, there is a large swelling containing some fluid with bony thickening beneath. A similar, though smaller, swelling is situated on the radial side of the joint. The enlargement is neither painful nor tender. Flexion and lateral movement at the joint are moderate and extension very limited.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. . . . X-ray examination shows total disorganization of this joint, the carpus having almost entirely disappeared, and the lower ends of the radius and ulna being dislocated dorsally on to the bases of the metacarpal bones.
The -left wrist is considerably swollen, especially towards the ulnar side, and deformed. No tenderness; flexion and extension fairly good. Skiagram shows an early stage of Charcot arthropathy, with little bone damage.
The metacarpo-phalangeal joints of the left index and middle finger are also swollen and enlarged, but freely movable; X-ray examination shows signs " suggesting early Charcot joints." In the right axilla are several much enlarged glands, which are neither painful nor tender. Epitrochlear glands are palpable in each arm, the left one being larger than the right.
Central nervous system: Right pupil larger than left; neither pupil reacts to light, but reacts to accommodation-convergence. Other cranial nerves normal. Some ulnar and tendo-Achillis analgesia. Arm-jerks and abdominal reflexes normal. Knee-jerks present, During the past three years this patient has been treated with courses of novarsenobillon intravenously and bismuth intramuscularly. The neurological signs and the right wrist and metacarpo-phalangeal joints remain unaltered, but the left wrist has slowly deteriorated.
Commentary.
The wrists and metacarpo-pbalangeal joints are very rarely affected by Charcot arthropathy in tabes dorsalis. Thus, of 268 tabetic arthropathies collected by Chipault' the wrist was affected in only three cases and the finger-joints in two.
Next to the temporo-maxillary joint (affected in one case of Chipault's series) the wristand finger-joints are those most rarely involved. Of the 268 cases, no less than 207 were arthropathies of the lower limbs (120 with knee affected, fifty-seven with hip-joint). Of other authors, Gowers 2 gives the relative frequency of the joints affected, as follows: knee forty-five, hip twenty, shoulder eleven, tarsus eight, elbow five, ankle four, and does not mention the wrist at all. Collier and Adie' give knee, hip, shoulder, elbow, ankle, small bones of hands and feet, spine; while R. Jones and R. W. Lovett4 place the wrist last.
In this case, as occasionally occurs, the arthropathy of the wrist was the first indication of tabes. The only neurological signs present are the Argyll-Robertson pupils, the slight inequality of the knee-jerks and the ulnar and tendo-Achillis analgesia.
The influence of this patient's occupation-that of a painter-is almost certainly of considerable importance in determining the arthropathies of the wrists. The alternate flexion and extension of the wrist, continued over long periods, constituted the double factor of fatigue and the risk of strain. When the right wrist became incapacitated, this patient began to paint with his left hand, with the result that this joint also has become increasingly affected during the past three years.
Other features of interest in the case are the enlarged right axillary glands and the bilateral epitrochlear glands.
Note.-This case, at an earlier stage, was shown before the Clinical Section, November 12, 1926.5 i Chipault, A., "Traite de Chirurgie " (le Denton et Delbet), Paris, 1896, iii, 458. 2 Gowers, W., "Diseases of the Nervous System," London, 1899, 1. 8 Collier, J. S., and Adie, W. J., "Text-Book of Medicine " (F. W. Price), London, 1926 London, , 1460 Jones, R., and Lovett, R. W., "Orthopedic Surgery," London, 1923. 5 Proc. Roy. Soc. Med., 1927, xx (Clinical Sect.), 192. 
